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PART 1:
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT
THE AEPA™ AND TEST PREPARATION

Part 1 of this study guide is contained in a separate PDF file.  Click the link below to view or
print this section:

General Information About the AEPA and Test Preparation

http://www.aepa.nesinc.com/PDFs/AZ_SGfrontmatter.pdf
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PART 2:
FIELD-SPECIFIC INFORMATION
Field 17:  German

INTRODUCTION

This section includes a list of the test objectives, practice questions, and an answer key for the selected-
response questions.

Test objectives. As noted earlier, the test objectives are broad, conceptual statements that reflect the
knowledge, skills, and understanding an entry-level educator needs to practice effectively in Arizona schools.
The list of test objectives for each test field is the only source of information about what a specific test will
cover and therefore should be studied carefully.

Practice questions. The practice selected-response questions and practice performance assignments included
in this section are designed to give you an introduction to the nature of the questions included in the AEPA
tests.  The practice questions represent the various types of questions you may expect to see on an actual test;
however, they are not designed to provide diagnostic information to help you identify specific areas of
individual strengths and weaknesses or to predict your performance on the test as a whole.

When you answer the practice questions, you may wish to use the sample answer sheet and sample Written
Response Booklet provided in Part 1 to acquaint yourself with these materials.  Use the answer key located
after the practice questions to check your answers.  Sample responses are provided immediately following
each written performance assignment.  The sample responses in this guide are for illustrative purposes only.
Your written response should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or
paraphrased from some other work.

To help you identify how the test objectives are measured, the objective statement to which the question
corresponds is listed in the answer key.  When you are finished with the practice questions, you may wish to
go back and review the entire list of test objectives and descriptive statements for your test field.
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TEST OBJECTIVES

Field 17:  German

SUBAREAS:

1.  Listening Comprehension
2.  Reading and Vocabulary
3.  Language Structures
4.  Cultural Understanding
5.  Foreign Language Methodology
6.  Written Expression
7.  Oral Expression

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

0001 Derive essential information from oral messages in everyday situations.

For example:  demonstrating understanding of the main idea or details in a spoken passage, a
telephone message, a public address announcement, a sequence of steps described in a set of oral
directions, a stated cause or effect of a situation described in an oral message, a question or
comment likely to be encountered in a social situation, or a request for information.

0002 Infer meaning from oral communications.

For example:  characterizing the tone, mood, or point of view of one or more speakers; determining
a relationship (e.g., cause-and-effect) implied but not stated in an oral communication; and
determining the social context of a spoken exchange or the relationship between speakers.

READING AND VOCABULARY

0003 Demonstrate understanding of the literal content of a variety of authentic materials.

For example:  analyzing a passage to determine the stated main idea; identifying an accurate
summary; discerning details regarding character, setting, or events described in a passage; and
analyzing a passage to determine the sequence of events.

0004 Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic materials.

For example:  discerning implied cause-and-effect relations in a passage; and determining an
author's assumptions, purpose, or point of view in a passage.

0005 Interpret and compare literary texts representing various writers, periods, forms, styles, regions, and
cultural contexts.

For example:  drawing conclusions about setting, character, historical period, or cultural context
from information provided in a passage; interpreting figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) in
a literary passage; comparing two passages in terms of style, form, or theme; and recognizing
features of literary styles associated with well-known writers from various periods, regions, and
cultures.
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0006 Select words, phrases, or sentences (including idiomatic usages) to complete passages in German.

For example:  determining appropriate language for travel situations (e.g., arranging for lodging,
booking tickets for a group); determining appropriate language for social situations (e.g., canceling
an appointment, expressing a compliment); determining appropriate language for everyday
transactions (e.g., shopping, dining); and determining appropriate language for expressing attitudes,
opinions, and judgments.

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

0007 Demonstrate understanding of the linguistic components of German.

For example:  analyzing words, phrases, and passages that exemplify aspects of German phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics; and comparing linguistic elements of German and English.

0008 Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.

For example:  transforming a positive statement, question, or command to a negative one, or vice
versa; transforming the tense or mood of a sentence or passage; transforming a sentence or passage
from direct to indirect discourse, or vice versa; and combining two or more sentences into one
sentence that preserves the meaning of the original sentences.

0009 Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete them.

For example:  using the correct noun or pronoun form for a given context; using verb forms or
phrases as appropriate for a given context; using the appropriate modifying word or phrase to
complete a sentence; and using the appropriate subordinate clause to complete a sentence.

CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

0010 Demonstrate understanding of the historical development, geographic features, and social characteristics
of German-speaking cultures.

For example:  recognizing the role of major historical events, figures, and movements in the 
development of German-speaking cultures; relating natural geographic features (e.g., climate, 
location, natural resources) of German-speaking nations to the economies of these nations
(e.g., mineral and agricultural products); identifying major institutions (e.g., educational systems, 
systems of government) and characteristic features of daily life in German-speaking societies; and 
recognizing features of U.S. institutions that originated in German-speaking societies.

0011 Demonstrate understanding of literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and technology as aspects of
German-speaking cultures.

For example:  identifying the significance of major movements, figures, and works of literature
written in German; understanding the characteristic forms and elements of the visual arts and music
of German-speaking cultures; recognizing scientific and technological achievements (historical or
contemporary) of German-speaking cultures; and analyzing the significance of historical and
contemporary interactions between German-speaking cultures and other cultures.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE METHODOLOGY

0012 Recognize current trends in foreign language methodology.

For example:  recognizing methods and terminology that conform to the “5 Cs” of the foreign
language national standards (communication, culture, comparisons, connections, communities),
such as Total Physical Response (TPR), Comprehensible Input, cooperative learning, and authentic
materials.

0013 Apply a variety of current foreign language methodologies used in a classroom setting.

For example:  determining an appropriate methodology in a given instructional situation
(e.g., introducing and expanding vocabulary, using grammatical structures in context, facilitating
the development of all language skills and cultural understanding).

WRITTEN EXPRESSION

0014 Write well-organized German prose that is appropriate in style and diction for given audiences, purposes,
and occasions and that communicates effectively through use of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic
expressions, and simple and complex linguistic constructions.

For example:  writing a letter describing your community to a partner teacher for an exchange
program for students in a German-speaking culture; or writing a short essay for an application to a
program of study in a German-speaking country.

ORAL EXPRESSION

0015 Construct connected oral discourse in German that communicates effectively and that demonstrates
command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, simple and complex language structures,
pronunciation, and appropriateness of language.

For example:  narrating a personal experience to a professional colleague; expressing and
supporting an opinion on a topic of current interest; or responding to a hypothetical situation
(e.g., a traffic accident) by explaining or describing events or by requesting assistance.
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DISTRIBUTION OF SELECTED-RESPONSE ITEMS ON THE TEST FORM

15

4

Subarea

Approximate Percentage
of Selected-Response
Items on Test Form

16%

29%

22%

16%

16%

*

*

*This chart represents the distribution of multiple-choice items only
and does not include the writing and speaking components.

2

3

1.  Listening Comprehension

2.  Reading and Vocabulary

3.  Language Structures

4.  Cultural Understanding

5.  Foreign Language Methodology

6.  Written Expression

7.  Oral Expression
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Field 17:  German

The AEPA German test consists of four sections:  1) a listening section with multiple-choice questions, 2) a reading
section with multiple-choice questions, 3) a writing assignment section, and 4) a speaking section.  The first three
sections will be administered in a regular examination room.  The speaking section (Section Four) is contained in
a separate test booklet and may be administered in a separate room.  The directions for each section appear
immediately before that section.



German

Arizona Educator Proficiency Assessments Study Guide 2-7

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE

The first section of this test contains questions that involve listening to an audiotape.  Each listening passage
will begin with directions that will tell you what to listen for.  The directions will be read aloud on the tape.
They are also printed in your test booklet.  Listen carefully to the tape and follow along in your test booklet.
Ample time is provided between questions for your response.  Unless otherwise indicated, each listening
passage will be read twice.

The tape cannot be stopped nor can any section be replayed.  Therefore, listen carefully.  If you have any
questions or if you cannot hear this tape clearly, please raise your hand now.

1. (You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

Listen carefully to the following passage about Klaus Mann.

(You will hear:)

Klaus Mann wurde am 18. November 1906 in München als ältester Sohn von Thomas Mann geboren.
Schon als Schüler schrieb er Gedichte und Novellen.  1925 ging er als Theaterkritiker nach Berlin
und erregte dort mit spielerisch-provokanten Dramen-Experimenten einiges Aufsehen.  Nach der
Machtübernahme Hitlers emigrierte Klaus Mann im Frühjahr 1933 nach Paris.  Er gründete die
literarisch-politische Zeitschrift "Die Sammlung", die Beiträge deutscher Exil-Schriftsteller und
antifaschistischer Autoren verschiedener europäischer Länder vereinigte.  1936 veröffentlichte Mann
seinen besten Roman, "Mephisto".  Im selben Jahr verließ er Europa und ließ sich in New York nieder.
Von 1941 an redigierte er dort die amerikanische Avantgarde-Zeitschrift "Decision".  Er nahm als
amerikanischer Soldat am zweiten Weltkrieg teil.  Nach dem Krieg unternahm er eine Vortragsreise durch
Europa.  Er starb am 22. Mai 1949 in Cannes.

Now answer the question.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

In welcher Stadt wohnte Klaus Mann,
als er seinen Roman "Mephisto"
veröffentlichte?

A. München

B. Berlin

C. Cannes

D. Paris
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(You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

Listen carefully to the following conversation to determine an appropriate response.

(You will hear:)

[female voice]  Kannst du diesen Koffer tragen?

[male voice]  Dieser Koffer wiegt mehr als dreißig Kilo!

[female voice]  Eben.  Und ich will auch dieses Servierbrett mitnehmen.

[male voice]  Ich glaube nicht, daß es paßt.  Es ist riesengroß.  Laß es hier!

[female voice]  Ich kann das nicht tun.  Es ist ein Geschenk von meiner Gastfamilie in Frankfurt.

Now answer the two questions that follow.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

2. Welche Antwort paßt am besten?

A. Dann wirst du es selbst tragen
müssen.

B. Dann will ich auch mehr Souvenirs
mitbringen.

C. Dann glaube ich nicht, daß es in
deinen Koffer paßt.

D. Dann wirst du noch ein paar Tage
hier bleiben müssen.

3. Welche der folgenden Beschreibungen
paßt am besten zu den Teilnehmern an
diesem Gespräch?

A. zwei Flugbegleiterinnen

B. eine Frau und ihre Mann

C. zwei Austauschstudenten

D. eine Lehrerin und ihre Schülerin
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO

Section Two of this test is a reading section with multiple-choice questions.  Read each question and record
your answer on the answer sheet in the space that corresponds to the question number.

4. Use the passage below, adapted from an article in Reiseland Österreich, to answer the question that
follows.

Eine Selbstbehandlung mit Medikamenten wird jeder vernünftige Mensch von sich weisen.  Bei
Schlankeitskuren hingegen ist man vielfach nicht so vorsichtig.  Da wird oft wild experimentiert und
herumprobiert.  Leistungsabfall, Müdigkeit oder sogar schwere körperliche und psychische Schäden sind
dann oft die Folgen.  Eine wirksame Kur, die der Gesundheit sowie der Schönheit dient, erfordert
Verständnis von drei einfachen Regeln:  1) Kuren nur unter ärztlicher Aufsicht, 2) Kuren nur losgelöst
vom Alltagsstreß und 3) Kuren nur als Therapie für den ganzen Menschen.

Wie beschreibt man am passendsten die
Absicht des Autors dieses Stückes?

A. Er will dem Leser etwas Lustiges
erzählen, um ihn zu amüsieren.

B. Er will den Leser über gewisse
Gefahren unterrichten.

C. Er will dem Leser von seinen
persönlichen Erfahrungen erzählen.

D. Er will beim Leser starke Gefühle
hervorrufen.
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5. Ergänzen Sie den folgenden Dialog mit
den passenden Wörtern!

Am Bahnhof

FAHRGAST.  Grüß Gott.  Könnten Sie
mir sagen, wo der Zug nach München
steht?

SCHALTERBEAMTE.  Ja, freilich.  Er
fährt ________ 3 ab.  Sie müssen aber in
Salzburg ________ , wenn sie nach
München fahren wollen.  Möchten Sie bis
dorthin ________ reservieren?

A. vom Gleis / aussteigen / einen
Sitzplatz

B. von Stelle / einsteigen / einen
Stehplatz

C. vom Gleis / umsteigen / einen
Sitzplatz

D. von Stelle / nachsteigen / einen
Klappstuhl

6. Verbinden Sie die folgenden Sätze mit
einem Relativpronomen!

Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen.  Er hat mit dem
Bekannten an der Universität studiert.

A. Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, mit dem hat
er an der Universität studiert.

B. Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, mit dem er an
der Universität studiert hat.

C. Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, womit er hat
an der Universität studiert.

D. Klemens will seinen Eltern einen
Bekannten vorstellen, er hat mit
dem an der Universität studiert.

7. Ergänzen Sie den folgenden Satz mit
dem passenden Wort!

Wenn meine Firma nicht so weit
entfernt ________, würde ich zu
Fuß ins Büro gehen.

A. war

B. würde

C. sei

D. wäre
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8. Der Dreißigjährige Krieg in Deutschland
brachte mit sich:

I. Flucht der Stadtbewohner aufs Land.

II. allgemeine Abnahme der
Bevölkerung.

III. Ende der Barockkultur.

IV. Verlangsamung der wirtschaftlichen
Entwicklung.

A. I und III

B. II und III

C. II und IV

D. III und IV

9. Welcher der folgenden deutschen
Philosophen machte die Bejahung des
Lebens zu einer Hauptlehre seiner
Philosophie?

A. Friedrich Nietzsche

B. Arthur Schopenhauer

C. Karl Marx

D. Immanuel Kant

10. A second-language teacher using the
teaching technique known as Total
Physical Response would be most likely to
use which of the following activities in his
or her classroom?

A. Students memorize question-and-
answer dialogues and perform timed
pattern drills in a language lab.

B. Students respond in appropriate
nonverbal ways to commands issued
in the second language.

C. Students use the second language to
conduct structured conversations
about assigned topics.

D. Students translate passages from the
second language into their first
language and vice versa.
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Below are the directions for the German writing performance assignment.

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE:  WRITING ASSIGNMENT

This section of the test consists of a writing assignment.  The assignment can be found on the next page.
You are asked to prepare a written response of approximately 2–3 pages on the assigned topic.  You should
use your time to plan, write, review, and edit your response for the assignment.

Read the assignment carefully before you begin to work.  Think about how you will organize your response.
You may use any blank space in this test booklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
response.  However, your score will be based solely on the version of your response written in Written
Response Booklet B.

A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response for the assignment.  It is not necessary that
you cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those points indicated.  You are,
however, required to write about the general assignment that you are given, and part of your score will be
based on the degree to which you elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested points or
points of your choosing.

Your response to the writing assignment will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

• PURPOSE:  the extent to which the objective of the assignment is achieved and the response is
appropriate for the intended audience

• COHERENCE:  organization and clarity of ideas

• CONTENT:  development of ideas and relevance of supporting details

• GRAMMAR:  accuracy of grammatical forms and syntax

• VOCABULARY:  command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

• MECHANICS:  accuracy of spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

Your response must be written in the target language.  This should be your original work, written in your
own words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work.

Be sure to write about the assigned topic.  Please write legibly.  You may not use any reference materials
during the test.  Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your response.
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Below is the scoring scale for the German writing performance assignment.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TESTS—WRITING ASSIGNMENT SCORING SCALE

Score
Point

Score Point Description

4
The "4" response reflects a thorough application and strong command of the performance characteristics for
the written assignment.
• The response thoroughly fulfills the purpose of the written assignment and is completely appropriate for the

intended audience.
• The candidate's ideas are well organized and clearly expressed.
• Ideas are extensively developed and well-supported with relevant information.
• The response shows a comprehensive command of syntax and grammar, with only minor errors that do not

interrupt communication.
• Vocabulary reflects a broad command of the language and appropriate use of idiomatic expressions.
• Spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation are mastered, with few, if any, errors.

3
The "3" response reflects an adequate application and satisfactory command of the performance
characteristics for the written assignment.
• The response satisfactorily fulfills the purpose of the written assignment and is generally appropriate for the

intended audience.
• The candidate's ideas show some organization and are generally clear.
• Ideas are adequately developed with some elaboration and support of specific points.
• The response shows a good command of syntax and grammar, though some errors may cause minor

interruptions in communication.
• Vocabulary and idiomatic expressions are general, but adequate for communicating a complete message.
• There are minor errors in spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation that do not interfere with communication.

2
The "2" response reflects a partial application and limited command of the performance characteristics for
the written assignment.
• The response partially fulfills the purpose of the written assignment and may not be entirely appropriate for the

intended audience.
• The candidate's ideas show limited organization and are somewhat unclear.
• Ideas are developed in a limited way with minimal support.
• The response shows a limited command of syntax and grammar, with frequent errors that partially impede

communication of ideas.
• Vocabulary is simple and lacks key words and expressions but is sufficient for communicating a partial

message.
• There are some errors in spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation, which partially interfere with

communication.

1
The "1" response reflects an inadequate application and a lack of command of the performance
characteristics for the written assignment.
• The response fails to fulfill the purpose of the written assignment and is inappropriate for the intended

audience.
• The candidate's ideas are unorganized and unclear.
• Ideas are developed minimally, if at all, and lack any relevant supporting detail.
• The response shows little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax, with numerous and frequent

errors that impede communication.
• Vocabulary is not adequate for communicating a complete message, with word usage errors and misformations

that impede communication.
• Errors in spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation are so numerous that they impede communication.

U The response is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not written in the required language, not of
sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B There is no response to the assignment.



German

2-14 Arizona Educator Proficiency Assessments Study Guide

Practice Writing Performance Assignment

11. Imagine that you have a warm relationship with a family with whom you lived during a year of study in
a German-speaking country.  You have stayed in touch with them since returning to the United States,
but several months have passed since you last wrote.  To reestablish contact with them, write a letter in
German to the parents of the family, a couple in their fifties.  You may wish to include, but are not
limited to, the following topics:

• reminiscences about your stay with them;

• inquiries about their health and activities;

• your own recent activities;

• your plans for the immediate future.
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Sample Writing Performance Assignment Response:  Score Point 4

Liebe Frau Spangenberg,

Entschuldigen Sie bitte mein langes Schweigen!  Während der letzten drei Monate, habe
ich wenig Zeit gehabt, mich hinzusetzen, um Ihnen einen Brief zu schreiben.  Trotzdem
habe ich oft an Sie und Ihre Familie gedacht.  Ich hoffe, daß es Ihnen allen gut geht.

Seit meinem letzten Brief ist vieles in meinem Leben geschehen.  Ich habe endlich
promoviert und suche jetzt eine Stelle als Lehrer, entweder an einer Universität oder an
einem Gymnasium.  Wenn es möglich ist, möchte ich gerne an einem Gymnasium in
Deutschland unterrichten.  Zur Zeit versuche ich, mich über Arbeitsmöglichkeiten für
Ausländer in Deutschland zu informieren.

Wie geht es Ihrem Mann?  In Ihrem letzten Brief haben Sie berichtet, daß er einen
Vortrag über seine medizinischen Forschungen an der Universität Wien halten sollte.
Sind Sie mit ihm nach Wien gereist?  Ich erinnere mich noch mit Vergnügen an die
vielen Gespräche die ich mit Ihnen und Doktor Spangenberg beim Mittagessen geführt
habe.

Erinnern Sie sich an den Studenten aus meinem Germanistik Seminar, den ich Ihnen
einmal vorgestellt habe?  Er hieß Georg Scheer.  Vor zwei Monaten hat er mich besucht.  Er
verbrachte seine Sommerferien in den Vereinigten Staaten und ist einige Tage bei mir zu
Hause geblieben.  Es machte mir viel Spaß, den Reiseführer zu spielen.  Wir haben das
Kunstmuseum, den Tiergarten, die Oper und viele gute Gaststätten und Kneipen besucht.

Wie geht es Ihrem Sohn?  Wohnt er noch in seinem Atelier in der Altstadt?  Es war sehr
freundlich von ihm, mich oft in sein Atelier einzuladen.  Für mich war es immer sehr
interessant, ihm zuzuschauen als er an Gemälden, Litographien, und Kupferstichen
arbeitete.  Es war auch eine wunderbare Gelegenheit für mich, allerlei Menschen aus
verschiedenen Teilen Deutschlands kennenzulernen und mein Deutsch durch häufige
Übung zu verbessern.

Jetzt muß ich mich verabschieden, denn ich habe heute nachmittag ein Interview.  Ich
hoffe, bald Nachrichten von Ihnen zu bekommen.

Herzliche Grüße,

Ihr James
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Below are the directions for the German speaking performance assignment.

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:  SPEAKING ASSIGNMENT

For this section of the test, you will speak on tape in response to an assignment presented in your test booklet.
You will read the assignment in your test booklet and have one minute to consider your response, then you
will have two minutes to speak.

Listen to the assignment carefully.  Think about how you will organize your response.  You may NOT write
or take notes in this test booklet.  Your score will be based solely on the response you provide on the
audiotape after the announcer tells you to begin speaking.

A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response for the assignment.  It is not necessary
that you cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those points indicated.
However, what you say must be relevant to the situation with which you are presented, and part of your score
will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested
points or points of your choosing.

Your response to the question in this section will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

• CONTENT:  the adequacy of the information presented, including the number of ideas, the
development of ideas, and the depth and specificity of supporting details

• COHERENCE:  the organization and clarity of the ideas communicated

• GRAMMAR:  the accuracy of grammatical and syntactic constructions (e.g., conjugation of verbs,
appropriate use of tenses, subject/pronoun and article/noun agreement)

• VOCABULARY:  the command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and appropriateness of
word choice

• FLUENCY:  the ability to maintain a flow of speech, without hesitations or pauses that affect the
overall comprehensibility of the response

• PRONUNCIATION:  the comprehensibility of articulation and the appropriateness of stress

Your response must be spoken in the target language.  Be sure to speak about the assigned topic.  You may
not use any reference materials during the test.

Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you re-record your response.

When you have finished reading these directions, please look up.  You will receive further instructions from
your test administrator.

Look up when you are ready to begin Section Four.

STOP

DO NOT GO ON UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.
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Below is the scoring scale for the German speaking performance assignment.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TESTS—SPEAKING ASSIGNMENT SCORING SCALE

Score
Point

Score Point Description

4
The "4" response reflects a thorough application and strong command of the performance
characteristics for the speaking assignment.
• The speaker's ideas are well developed and elaborated.
• The candidate's ideas are logically sequenced, well connected, and consistently clear.
• The response shows a comprehensive command of syntax and grammar, making only minor errors that

do not interfere with the comprehensibility of ideas.
• The candidate demonstrates extensive command of appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions.
• The candidate maintains a strong flow of speech, with few, if any, hesitations or pauses.
• The speaker's pronunciation is easily intelligible, with few, if any, errors.

3
The "3" response reflects an adequate application and satisfactory command of the performance
characteristics for the speaking assignment.
• The speaker's ideas are adequately developed, with some elaboration.
• The candidate's ideas are adequately organized and are generally clear.
• The response shows good command of syntax and grammar, though some errors may cause minor

interruptions in the comprehensibility of ideas.
• The candidate demonstrates a good command of generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic

expressions.
• The candidate generally maintains a steady flow of speech, with only occasional hesitations and pauses.
• The speaker's pronunciation is generally intelligible, with only minor errors.

2
The "2" response reflects a partial application and limited command of the performance characteristics
for the speaking assignment.
• The speaker's ideas show limited development and elaboration.
• The candidate's ideas are only partially organized and are at times unclear.
• The response shows a limited command of syntax and grammar, with frequent errors that partially

impede the comprehensibility of ideas.
• The candidate demonstrates a limited range of expression, using very simple vocabulary and lacking

some key words and phrases.
• The candidate does not maintain a consistent flow of speech, having frequent hesitations and pauses.
• The speaker's pronunciation contains several errors and is occasionally difficult to understand.

1
The "1" response reflects an inadequate application and a lack of command of the performance
characteristics for the speaking assignment.
• The speaker's response provides few, if any, comprehensible ideas, with minimal development.
• The candidate's ideas are not organized and are largely unclear.
• The response shows little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax, with numerous and frequent

errors that make ideas incomprehensible.
• The candidate demonstrates little knowledge of vocabulary beyond the most common words, and may

misuse and misform numerous words and expressions.
• The candidate fails to maintain any flow of speech, with frequent hesitations and pauses that interrupt

comprehensibility.
• The speaker's pronunciation contains numerous errors and is at times unintelligible.

U The response is unrelated to the assigned topic, inaudible/incomprehensible, not spoken in the required
language, not of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B There is no response to the assignment.
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Practice Speaking Performance Assignment

12. (You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

Read the instructions below.  You will have 1 minute to study these instructions.  Then, when you
are told to do so, begin to respond in German.  You may take up to 2 minutes to complete your
response.  You will be told when the 2 minutes are up.  You may begin studying the instructions
now.  You will be told when to begin speaking.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

Imagine that you are the faculty advisor to a student from a German-speaking country who is spending a
year at your school on an exchange program.  After two weeks in the United States, the student is
unhappy and wants to go home.  His parents telephone to express their concern and ask your advice.
Speaking in German, reassure them about the situation and explain to them why you feel their child
should make the effort to stay for the full year.  You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the
following topics:

• possible reasons for the student's discontent, and any changes that could improve the situation;

• the potential benefits to the student of a year's stay in the United States;

• what the parents might do to encourage the student to stay;

• what the student could do to adapt more successfully to the new situation.

(You will have 1 minute to study the instructions above.  Then you will have 2 minutes to respond on the
audiotape.)

In responding to this particular prompt, the speaker should offer enough specific information to
make the communication plausible in context—that is, to inform the parents fully about their child's
situation, and to respond directly and sympathetically to the child's needs and their concerns.  The
language of the response should be tactful and considerate.  An excellent response to the assignment
would reflect the speaker's ability to use a variety of sentence structures, to handle transitions in thought
without confusion or awkwardness, and to communicate gracefully, using appropriate terms and idiomatic
expressions and avoiding errors in syntax and usage.
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ANSWER KEY

Field 17:  German

Question
Number

Correct
Response

Objective

1. D Infer meaning from oral communications.

2. A Derive essential information from oral messages in everyday situations.

3. C Infer meaning from oral communications.

4. B Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic materials.

5. C Select words, phrases, or sentences (including idiomatic usages) to complete
passages in German.

6. B Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.

7. D Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to
complete them.

8. C Demonstrate understanding of the historical development, geographic features, and
social characteristics of German-speaking cultures.

9. A Demonstrate understanding of literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and
technology as aspects of German-speaking cultures.

10. B Recognize current trends in foreign language methodology.
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