
Overview

The resources below provide information about this test, including the approximate percentage of the total test score derived from each content domain. The 

complete set of the content domains, the test framework, is provided here and contains all of the competencies and descriptive statements that define the content 

of the test.  

This NES Profile includes the following materials:

� the test competencies associated with the content domain,  

� a set of descriptive statements that further explain each competency,  

� a sample test question aligned to each competency,  

� where applicable, a sample constructed-response assignment aligned to the appropriate content domain or competency.  

Test Field Chinese (Mandarin) (404)

Test Format Multiple-choice questions, presentational writing, presentational speaking

Number of Questions 100 multiple-choice questions, 1 presentational writing assignment, 1 presentational speaking assignment

Test Duration Up to 3 hours

Reference Materials Presentational Writing Directions

Presentational Speaking Directions

Presentational Writing Scoring Scale

Presentational Speaking Scoring Scale

Key

Approximate 

Percentage of Test Content Domain

Range of 

Competencies

 15% I. Interpretive Listening 0001–0002

 15% II. Interpretive Reading 0003–0004

 13% III. Language Structures 0005–0006

 15% IV. Cultural Understanding 0007–0008

 20% V. Presentational Writing 0009

 22% VI. Presentational Speaking 0010
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Content Domain I: Interpretive Listening 

Competencies: 

0001 Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of formal and informal oral messages in the target language from across the target-language-speaking world.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Identify the main idea of an oral message.  

� Identify supporting details in an oral message.  

� Identify a sequence of events in an oral message.  

� Recognize a cause-and-effect relationship described in an oral message.  

� Demonstrate an understanding of customary greetings, leave-takings, comments, and questions likely to be encountered in a social situation.

� Recognize tone and/or intonational values in a given context and how they affect the meaning and purpose of the message.  

� Select an appropriate response to a spoken question or comment.  

Sample Item: 

Listen carefully to the following dialogue; then answer the questions. You will hear the dialogue twice.  

(PAUSE 20 seconds)  

(one male speaker and one female speaker)

[Simplified]
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[Traditional]

You will now hear the dialogue again.

(Repeat dialogue)  

Now answer the two questions.

According to the dialogue, Xitang is the best choice to visit due to its: 

A. active nightlife.  

B. many tourist attractions.  

C. good weather and food.  

D. proximity to big cities.  

Correct Response and Explanation

C. This question requires the examinee to identify the main idea of an oral message. In this dialogue, the two individuals are discussing where to go for the 

weekend. The main focus of the discussion is on why the city of Xitang is a good location to visit due to its nice weather, good food, and interesting history.  
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0002 Demonstrate inferential and analytical comprehension of a variety of formal and informal oral messages in the target language from across the target-

language-speaking world.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Draw conclusions based on information presented in an oral message.  

� Characterize the mood of a speaker.  

� Determine the intended audience of an oral message.  

� Infer the relationship between speakers in a conversation.  

� Determine the social or cultural context of an oral message.  

� Analyze a speaker's assumptions, intent, or perspective.  

� Analyze the communicative and discourse strategies used in an oral message.  

� Evaluate the social and cultural appropriateness of language used in an oral message.  

Sample Item: 

Listen carefully to the following dialogue; then answer the questions. You will hear the dialogue twice.  

(PAUSE 20 seconds)  

(one male speaker and one female speaker)

[Simplified]
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[Traditional]

You will now hear the dialogue again.

(Repeat dialogue)  

Now answer the two questions.

The speakers most likely have which of the following relationships? 

A. teacher and student  

B. husband and wife  

C. tour guide and tourist  

D. hotel owner and customer  

Correct Response and Explanation

B. This question requires the examinee to infer the relationship between speakers in a conversation. This dialogue takes place between two people who clearly 

have a history of traveling together. Of the options given, the most likely relationship between the speakers is that of husband and wife.  

5

NES Profile: Chinese (Mandarin) (404)

Copyright © 2012 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s).  All rights reserved. 

Evaluation Systems, Pearson, P.O. Box 226, Amherst, MA  01004



Content Domain II: Interpretive Reading 

Competencies: 

0003 Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of authentic materials written in the target language from across the target-language-speaking world.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Identify the main idea of a passage.  

� Identify supporting details in a passage.  

� Identify a sequence of events in a passage.  

� Recognize a cause-and-effect relationship described in a passage.  

� Select an accurate summary of a passage.  

Sample Item: 

Read the passage presented below in either Simplified characters or Traditional characters; then answer the two questions that follow.

[Simplified]

[Traditional]
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According to the passage, Ang Lee had which of the following setbacks in his career?  

A. His lack of academic ambition during high school kept him from further study.  

B. His first films received negative reviews by movie critics.  

C. He initially focused too much on traditional Chinese culture.  

D. It took him several years to get his first opportunity to direct a film.  

Correct Response and Explanation  

D. This question requires the examinee to identify supporting details in a passage. The author of this passage describes how Ang Lee had a six-year gap 

between graduating from New York University and making his first film.  

7

NES Profile: Chinese (Mandarin) (404)

Copyright © 2012 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s).  All rights reserved. 

Evaluation Systems, Pearson, P.O. Box 226, Amherst, MA  01004



0004 Demonstrate inferential and analytical comprehension of a variety of authentic materials written in the target language from across the target-language-

speaking world.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Draw conclusions based on information presented in a passage.  

� Discern an implied cause-and-effect relationship in a passage.  

� Infer the intended audience of a passage.  

� Assess an author's mood in a passage.  

� Analyze an author's assumptions, intent, perspective, or point of view.  

� Distinguish between fact and opinion in a passage.  

� Interpret often-used figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes, personification), symbols, imagery, and common idiomatic expressions used in a passage.  

� Analyze the structure of an author's argument and the sufficiency and reliability of evidence presented in support of an argument.

Sample Item: 

Read the passage presented below in either Simplified characters or Traditional characters; then answer the two questions that follow.

[Simplified]

[Traditional]
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The author of this passage would most likely agree with the statement that Ang Lee's success is due to his:  

A. ability to make films with broad appeal.  

B. focus on one genre of films.  

C. humor and wit that are evident in his films.  

D. novel and unusual filmmaking techniques.  

Correct Response and Explanation

A. This question requires the examinee to analyze an author's assumptions, intent, perspective, or point of view. The author of this passage describes how 

Lee's movies address contemporary life and are popular among both audiences and critics. It is clear that the author feels that Lee's success comes primarily 

from the fact that his movies appeal to such a broad range of viewers.  

Content Domain III: Language Structures 

Competencies: 

0005 Understand the language structures of the target language.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Demonstrate knowledge of the phonology of the target language (e.g., sound system, phonological processes).  

� Demonstrate knowledge of the morphology of the target language (e.g., inflectional endings, word formation).  

� Demonstrate knowledge of the syntax of the target language (e.g., word order).  

� Demonstrate knowledge of the pragmatics and sociolinguistics of the target language (e.g., register, social norms).  

� Demonstrate knowledge of linguistic variations within the target language.  

� Compare and contrast the language structures of the target language and English.  

Sample Item: 

When writing an address in English, the house number and street name appear before the city, state, and country. In Chinese, which of the 

following elements traditionally appears first?  

A. district  

B. city  

C. province  

D. country  

Correct Response and Explanation   

D. This question requires the examinee to demonstrate knowledge of the sociolinguistics of Chinese. The custom in Chinese for ordering information in 

something like an address or date is to progress from largest scale to smallest scale. Thus, in the case of a mailing address, the country is the first element 

given.
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0006 Apply knowledge of the language structures of the target language.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Transform sentences or short passages in the target language according to given instructions (e.g., transforming the tense or mood of a sentence or passage, 

transforming a positive statement into a negative one).  

� Analyze sentences in the target language to determine grammatically correct words to complete them.  

� Analyze short passages in the target language to determine grammatically correct phrases or sentences to complete them.  

� Identify the appropriate pragmatic or sociolinguistic use of words and phrases in the target language.  

� Correct morphological and syntactic errors in the target language.  

� Correct pragmatic and sociolinguistic errors in the target language.  

Sample Item: 

Which of the following measure words correctly completes the phrase below? 

A.  

B.  

C.  

D.  

Correct Response and Explanation   

B. This question requires the examinee to analyze sentences in Chinese to determine grammatically correct words to complete them. The only appropriate 

measure word to use in a phrase involving the noun  is the measure word . This is equivalent to the use of the word pair in the 

English phrase a pair of socks.
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Content Domain IV: Cultural Understanding 

Competencies: 

0007 Understand the geography and major developments in the history of the target-language-speaking world and their cultural impact.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Demonstrate knowledge of major political, economic, social, and cultural trends and developments that have shaped and continue to shape the history and 

perspectives of the target-language-speaking world.  

� Analyze the roles of major historical events and key eras in the target-language-speaking world and their influence on the development and evolution of their 

respective cultures.  

� Analyze the roles of major figures in the history of the target-language-speaking world and their influence on the development and evolution of their respective 

cultures.  

� Recognize the major physical and geographic features of target-language-speaking regions and the roles that these features have played and continue to play 

in the development and evolution of target-language-speaking cultures.  

Sample Item: 

Which of the following occupations was most highly valued in traditional Confucian China?  

A. merchant  

B. scholar  

C. farmer  

D. artisan  

Correct Response and Explanation

B. This question requires the examinee to demonstrate knowledge of major political, economic, social, and cultural trends and developments that have 

shaped and continue to shape the history and perspectives of the Chinese-speaking world. In ancient China, there were four occupations that were ranked in 

a hierarchy according to social status. Of the four occupations, the gentry/scholars were the most highly ranked in the hierarchy.
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0008 Understand the practices, products, and perspectives of target-language-speaking cultures and how they relate to one another.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Demonstrate knowledge of characteristic practices of daily life and customs in target-language-speaking cultures and ways in which such practices reflect the 

perspectives of target-language-speaking cultures.  

� Demonstrate knowledge of products used in daily life in target-language-speaking cultures (e.g., food products, household items) and ways in which they 

reflect the perspectives of target-language-speaking cultures.  

� Demonstrate knowledge of major cultural institutions (e.g., government, social relationships, educational systems, patterns of work and leisure) and practices 

(e.g., major traditions, holidays and festivals) of target-language-speaking cultures and ways in which such institutions and practices reflect the perspectives of 

target-language-speaking cultures.  

� Demonstrate knowledge of major works, genres, and authors of literature written in the target language and ways in which they reflect the perspectives of 

target-language-speaking cultures.  

� Demonstrate knowledge of major works, achievements, characteristic forms, and key individuals in the arts and sciences (e.g., visual and performing arts, 

architecture, medicine, inventions) of target-language-speaking cultures and ways in which they reflect the perspectives of target-language-speaking cultures. 

� Identify major regional differences in the practices, products, and perspectives of various target-language-speaking cultures. 

� Compare and contrast the practices, products, and perspectives of target-language-speaking cultures with the practices, products, and perspectives of non-

target-language-speaking cultures.  

Sample Item: 

Which of the following animals symbolizes long life in Chinese culture?  

A. tiger  

B. horse  

C. goldfish  

D. crane  

Correct Response and Explanation

D. This question requires the examinee to demonstrate knowledge of characteristic practices of daily life and customs in Chinese-speaking cultures and ways 

in which such practices reflect the perspectives of Chinese-speaking cultures. In Chinese culture, many objects, foods, and animals are considered symbols 

of more abstract concepts, such as luck, long life, fortune, or health. The crane is considered to be a symbol of long life due to the long life span of the bird 

itself. It is often seen in works of art and is incorporated into the myths and legends of Chinese culture.  
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Content Domain V: Presentational Writing 

Competency: 

0009 In response to a prompt, demonstrate the ability to construct a coherent, well-developed passage in the target language that effectively communicates a 

message.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Fulfill the purpose of the prompt in a manner that is appropriate for the given audience.  

� Organize ideas in a logically sequenced, well-connected, and consistently clear fashion.  

� Demonstrate development of ideas that are well supported with relevant details and examples.  

� Demonstrate a consistent control of syntax and grammar, making only minor mistakes that do not interfere with the comprehensibility of ideas.  

� Use contextualized vocabulary and idiomatic expressions as appropriate.  

� Use correct punctuation, orthography, and diacritical marks and capitalization as appropriate.  

Sample Written Assignment: 

Read the prompt below.  

Imagine that you are applying for an academic exchange program for teachers of Chinese. As part of your application, you are asked to write an essay 

in Chinese in which you provide your opinion on whether secondary-level students should attend school year-round. In your response, you must

include, but are not limited to, the following:  

� your opinion on the topic; and  

� an explanation of reasons, evidence, or experience that supports your opinion.  

Your response must be written in Chinese characters (Simplified or Traditional). 

Sample Responses 

Sample Strong Response

[Simplified]
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[Traditional]

Sample Weak Response

[Simplified]

[Traditional]
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Content Domain VI: Presentational Speaking 

Competency: 

0010 In response to a prompt, demonstrate the ability to deliver coherent, well-developed discourse in the target language that effectively communicates a 

message.

Descriptive Statements: 

� Fulfill the purpose of the prompt in a manner that is appropriate for the given audience.  

� Organize ideas in a logically sequenced, well-connected, and consistently clear fashion.  

� Demonstrate development of ideas that are well supported with relevant details and examples.  

� Demonstrate a consistent control of syntax and grammar, making only minor mistakes that do not interfere with the comprehensibility of ideas.  

� Use contextualized vocabulary and idiomatic expressions as appropriate.  

� Maintain a strong flow of speech, with few, if any, nonproductive pauses or hesitations.

� Demonstrate intelligible and clear pronunciation and intonation or tones, as appropriate.  

Sample Item: 

Read the assignment below. You will have 2 minutes to review the assignment and prepare your response. Begin speaking in Mandarin when the 

current status on the Recorded Answer box changes to "time remaining." Monitor your time by referring to the Recorded Answer box. Begin 

reviewing the assignment now.  

Imagine that you have been asked to give a presentation in Mandarin to a group of educators about a past experience you have had in which you 

attended a cultural event such as a concert or art exhibit. Speaking in Mandarin, discuss your experience. In your presentation, you must include, but 

are not limited to, the following:  

� a narrative of an experience in which you attended a cultural event; and  

� an explanation of how this experience affected you.  

Sample Response 

Sample Strong Response  

A strong response to the presentational speaking assignment would develop the topic by elaboration of specific points. The response would be delivered in a 

consistently clear manner. The speaker would speak fluently, demonstrating control of syntax and grammar. The speaker would show mastery of a broad 

vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions. The speaker would handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere 

with communication. The speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and use of tones.  
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